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|| 'a" is the door to all Dharmas, for they are all originally unproduced ||

Vijayadashami is usually a very special day to start, any related to Vidya. It is very auspicious to start
.4 SIS0 GHMQWGUU .
Akshara Abhyasa [3T&TX 31FITH 3{FaQl] SiLI*WITerv ] at this day.

Traditionally, Children are made to write the letter "&@] 31", and start their education.

So, in this auspicious day of Vijayadashami, lets start our lessons on Grantha Lipi. :-)

: . . . . 6UWOITITS
We'll start our lesson with the Vowels a.k.a Svara-s. [ FaRT: er0oeUlm: - erueUJhi&er & ]

Sanskrit has 14 Svara-s and 2 Ubhayaksara-s [2_LI*UITFaQl] JHATER 2 SOUIT JnbIU ] that
go along with the Svara-s.
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The 14 Svara-s in order are;
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As you would have noted, some letters are same as that in Tamil and some are similar to that of Tamil.
Lets sum up the similar letters:

Same letters as in Tamil:

Q_ el

Letters similar to that in Tamil:

< & KT

6] U0l 60 62

66T 636TT

Therefore, you would need to remember, only the following distinct forms.

9 & (Hhe« &8 O Glower
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The other letters are only used very rarely, learn them at your own pace :-)

=33 61U 6103

Pronunciation of Letters

| want to specifially write about the pronunciation of the following 4 letters. The other letters have the
same pronunciation as in Tamil.

8 - Must be pronounced similar to the '(fh” in &1 (I, 612600163

Approximately, it has a pronunciation between /ri/ and /ru/
83 - It is the longer counterpart of the above letter.

61U - Similar to the pronunciation of 8 , but with an /I/ sound instead of /r/.

It is highly erroneous to pronounce it as /lIri/ as some people do.

6TU-3 - The

longer variant of the above letter

| end the lesson with this. Next week, we can see about the Ubhayaksara-s in detail.



http://www.virtualvinodh.com

Wouldn't it be fair, to end the lesson without home work :-P. Try identifying the Akshara-s in the below
jumbled text.

ol3 & & 69617
6 G Oewor 6w

AUTT 833 T S

|| Wel2aAT MFES TFRsHs ||



