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|| This is indeed the entrance into the non-duality (Advaya) of the Bodhisattvas. ||

|| In that there is no use for syllables, sounds, and ideas ||

Yet another lesson on Grantha Lipi. I ain't gonna teach Advaya, so bear with my discourse on syllables
& sounds :-)

This wil be a short lesson. We'll be seeing 2 new characters called Anusvara & Visarga. They come
under a class of characters called Ayogavaha [Previously, | mentioned them as Ubhayakshara. However,
the correct grammatical term for them is this].

The Ayogavaha I Q WIIT D OLITEUD 65 of characters do not exist independently, but rely on the
vowel preceeding them (An Analogy would be the Saarbezhuththu of Tamil). The other two characters
that come under Ayogavaha are Jihvamiiliva & Upadhmaniya. [We will discuss them along with the
consonants, for orthographic reasons]

As Ayogavaha are not independent, usually Anusvara & Visarga are shown in combination with 'a'.
However, they can combine with all the vowel signs.

Also in this lesson we will also learn two additional orthographic devices called Avagraha &
Candrabindu .
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Anusvara
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Anusvara is a character that denotes the pure nasal. It is not the same as the pure

consonant [ m LD H ] as many commonly tend to mispronounce. It has unique sound different from

that of [m LD #]. There are some intricate differences between the pronunciation of both the letters.

Anusvara should be pronounced as follows: With the mouth closed in the natural position, the nasal
sound must be released. | know its difficult to replicate this, but at least give it a try :-). For ordinary

consonantal [m LD #], the lips press against each other hard, and the sound is produced. This doesn't
happen during the pronunciation of the Anusvara.

Also, later in this series, we will discuss about the *approximate* pronunciation of the Anusvara when a
consonant follows it. [Do note, the Anusvara is always pronounced as a pure nasal whatever position it
may appear. We are just approximating the sound to get a better grasp of it]

Try writing all the vowels in the previous lesson along with the Anusvara. No big deal, its just a small
circle ! But just make sure, the circle is half the height of the preceding character. If a full height circle is
drawn , it will become another character [which again we will see it later]

Visarga

Jdudo

Visarga 6)5]61[\.)2_25 is another interesting character in Sanskrit. It echoes the [h] sound in



accordance with the vowel that precedes it. The echoing sound has half-the length of the corresponding
vowel.

o
namah TH: [HLD: H23s. This must be pronounced as nama(ha) : (ha) has a vowel length of half-
matra [The preceding vowel 'a' is of one Matra]

. . 61V ST : :
sattvah Hecdl: 6NVG &6UT: Fou - Pronounced as sattvaa(ha) : (ha) having one-matra [Since a

has two Matra]

isnuh fTIs0T: e)l6) -aj]%_ugRl'd ishnu(hu) : (hu) having half-mat
visnuh T 629600)|: - Realized as vishnu(hu) : (hu) having half-matra

(Below - the characters are entirely in Grantha. Since, by now you must be able to recognize Grantha
Vowels. Else, refer to the previous lesson )

o
Now, how do you pronounce ng & 6-261-[ @2

Certainly not as ai(hai) & au(hau) :-). Let me brief

.. amm»a&mgpru .
There are four Sandhyaksara-s L& 6NVHG*ILIFaQI] among the Sanskrit
vowels. They are formed by the union of two vowels.

Their formation is as follows:

.20 _6) 0T
1.9 .69

G, 0 _Clet
JgD,9 _66T

Though eU0T & @ are Sandhyaksharas technically, they have a homogenous sound - hence retain



their complete sound.

However, @m & 6_3,61-[ have a heterogenously composite sound, hence their last part must be
echoed in the Visarga

bodhisattvaih SMf&Hccd: GUME*er0& & 6meL: QMH@WQQ%O - bodhisattvai(hi) [ (hi)

carrying half the Matra as usual ]
As with the Anusvara, try practicing the Visarga with all the vowel signs.

Now, for the orthographic devices:

Avagraha
o

g or Z
The Avagraha dJt QJQ—J 2D

one of them :-)

has two alternate characters in Grantha . You are free to choose any

This is a silent character that mustn't be pronounced. This just indicates the elision [disappearance]
of I or SiD) in Sandhi between words. For indicating the elision of CiD) double Avagraha is used.

/28 + SelsTwTw = Belemsslsenmw
JH: + IATTAT = AATSTAATHAT
BLO: + GmUT*W = HCLOMLOIG TLIm



BLD: + SIOGmTUTWw = HCLOMLOIG LMW
+ =
Sl + Sy EMhHe = 52MSSTHP

del + ATcATTH = delsScHITH

BB + QSLOMBLD = SSTSLOTBTLD

It is just an indicator to show that G or I previously existed, at that position originally, but was lost

due to Sandhi. Avagraha is used to clarify the meaning. The presence or absence of T or Ci) before
Sandhi, may totally alter the meaning of the word. It is used as a hinting character, to assist in word-
splitting.

Consider the following compound word: somapo'mrtapah 'H’Iﬂﬂ’fsﬂ?—l‘cr: GGT\)rrLD(Surr‘Lb@«g;u

The Avagraha hints that the word must be split into IHT: Geromou: + 3rHAT:
SID[H«FL: - [IFHAT: - One who drinks Amrita.]

If the Avagraha is not present, one may be inclined to split it as @HT: GeromoL: + Ad9:
ID(H«GL: - [ FdT: - One who drinks something dead (Mrita)]

But strictly being an just an Orthographic convention to disambiguate the meaning of the words, it is
sometimes missed out in printings and manuscripts.

Chandrabindu

am 37 QLD

<



Soullo:
Chandrabindu 3)‘”5:1 2 indicates that the VVowel is to be pronounced as Nasalized. Similar to
that ofé in Modern Hindi, or the &{6x(60T) in colloquial Tamil.

It can also indicate the Nasalization of a Consonant.
This completes our second lesson on Grantha Lipi.

Starting from Next week, we'll start to learn the Consonants i.e

| o 6L BT 15|
Vyanjana-s &F>ofedlfel 61ILIEHEIIBITIE]

|| WeleAT TFES TFRsHs ||



