Grantha - 3 - Consonants - Ka
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|| Then rolled my Dharmachakra & the sound of Nirvaana was present in the world ||

In the previous lessons, we have learnt the various vowels, two of the Ayogavaha-s & orthographic
items such as Avagraha and Chandrabindu.

Now, we must graduate to the Consonants :-). In Sanskrit, Consonants are called as Vyafijana cd>alel
. . 6Ll Ib

6UWLIEH R 9% :

The Vyanjana-s are divided into classes called Varga T 6UI]&3 6LV}, Each Varga ends with a

Nasal i.e Anunasika 3-1@31@3? QIQJ[I)ITGT\SIGS chl.Ih B.IB[T 6)-@ o,

Sanskrit [and of course Prakrit] have separate symbols of Voiced, Aspirated and their various
combinations thereof. The main difficulty for an eventual Tamil reader to pronounce Sanskrit [and/or

Prakrit] would be pertaining to the pronunciation of Mahaprana HgIYTOT
Lna_rr)rrL'lUrrsm S 8UD[T6) 5T 600T Consonants. They must be pronounced with Aspiration i.e
with a puff of air [h]. Such as kha gha etc.

On the other hand those consonants without this aspiration are known as Alpraprana 3Te99T0T

seoLgmess T - e


http://www.virtualvinodh.com/grantha-lipitva/162-grantha-3-consonants-ka

We would be seeing a single Varga of the Vyanjanas and one Ayogavaha, the Jihvamiiliya (along with it
the associated Ardha-Visarga symbol) in this lesson.

ka-varga
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First will be the ka-varga . They come under Kanthya shU3d &600TL_2lLI 09, meaning those

produced in the throat [Technically, the consonants are produced at the back of tongue. Probably, Throat
IS an approximation for that position]
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kha &2 @

ga &3 9T

gha&*g



nalhl 5

The pronunciation of the letters are the same as indicated by Roman/Devanagari counterparts. So, | don't
intend to comment more on their pronunciation. But as said earlier, the pronunciation of the Mahaprana
consonants kha & ghamust be given extra care :-)

Jihvamiiliya

Jihvamiliya ToTeams el gllameureLpesulm @%”2_@@%"”, literally meaning the "Back of

the tongue” is another peculiar sound pertaining to Sanskrit alone. It does not have any separate letter
form. It is indicated by a symbol called Ardha-Visarga 31¢T fagat

Sl1&* alervyg: FiUo IVIGEY [Do note that at a different position, the Ardha Visarga

represents another ayogavaha namely the Upadhmaniya. Ardha Visarga visually represents both these
sounds]

Ardha Visarga
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Jihvamiiliya is formed, when Visarga appears before ka ¢Jo and kha ©6 2. The Visarga transforms into
a Jihvamuliya at this position. It is shown by the symbol Ardha-Visarga before these two letters.
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The Ardha-Visarga symbol that appears before ka ¢Jo and kha 6l|, is prononced as Jihvamiliya.

In phonetics, it termed as "Voiceless Velar Fricative". The sound sample can be heard
here:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Voiceless velar fricative.ogq

Letters similar to that in Tamil

h o

Similar Letters

Grantha /a/ & /ka/ have similar forms. But closely note the minute differences between the two letters.

The third lesson in this series, ends with this.

In the next lesson, we will see two Vargas namely, I & ca-varga & € L ta-varga.
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