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Form is not different from Voidness
Voidness is not different from Form
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In the previous lessons we had covered all the Vowels, Consonants and the Ayogavaha-s.

In this lesson, we will be seeing a complete summary of all that we have seen in the previous lessons.

Vowels
There are fourteen Vowels in Sanskrit. They are called Svara-s ¥aX erO6UIJLD. Tamil: 2_ Uy
6T @g) &l uyir €luttu 3R ﬂﬁgc_gf
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The are 5 Short VVowels which are called Hrasva-s 8&d @JerveuLd - Tamil: GMI6L kuril
$YT . They have length of one Matra #AT DTG - LOTSH6O] i.e Mora

aiurl|I s3I TR | 9 @ 2 (I
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Classical Sanskrit lacks short e and short o (6T €@ & 6), however these sounds are present in the Vedic
variant as the Allophones of short a 31 9.

They are 9 Long Vowels which are are called Dirgha-s & §3(7&*LD - Tamil: Qblg 6D nétil e
These are pronounced with two Matra-s .
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The Diphthongs are called Sandhyaksara FET&R 60bG*WFaQMLD - Tamil: Q606001 6T(LNS S
inai &luttu 30T ﬂasc—cor All the Diphthongs are long vowels in Sanskrit.

Unlike Tamil, In Sanskrit /e/ and /o/ are also considered diphthongs, along with /ai/ and /au/

eaioau|T U 3N 31 | ] & 6@ 66N
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Apart from Hrasva-s and Dirgha-s, there is Pluta Seld LIgQISLD - 2 UuNjenClenL. They are
pronounced with 3 or more Matra-s.



In Tamil, the corresponding short vowel is added to make the preceding vowel over-long. Depending on
the Matra-s to be extended, the equivalent number of short vowels should be added. As in LDEH2_

HE3 martu (with 3 Matras). Since, the long vowel must get one extra Matra, a single short 'u' is added.

However in Sanskrit, the corresponding Matra length should be appended. For instance, the Tamil

example, if written using Sanskrit convention, will be written as #%3 marai3 LOCMH3. In Grantha, the

corresponding Tamil numeral is added. But sometimes, the following sign is also seen in some
Manuscripts.

3

(Note: Tamil & Grantha share the same numerals-013456789::0 & 2 Th & (B &n 6
Go )

Ayogavaha
Ayogavaha are letters in Sanskrit which do not exist independently. They depend on a Vowel to exist. In
Tamil, the equivalent term is FTFOLI(LDS G-

There are four Ayogavaha-s :
1. Anusvara 3-1?:]3-?|'IT Q-IQJGT'\)G)JITUUJ
2. Visarga [a&3T elervij&:3Lb
3. Jihvamiliya ﬁ?am@zr @@QJI’I’C!,DGSILIL?J
4. Upadhmaniya 3UEARIT 2_U&*OMBuILD

arh ah a(h) | 37 37: 31(:) | SID’ S 3i(:)
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The symbol Ardha-Visarga is used to denote both the Jihvamiliya & Upadhmaniya.



Other Symbols

The are 2 more symbols in Grantha
1. Candrabindu Tegfdeg Fh&HTLIRHGI
2. Avagraha 379918 36U&3JEUDLD
am'|3T s | SID” (3))
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(Summary of Lesson 1 & Lesson 2)

Consonants
The Consonants of Sanskrit, can be summarized with all their Attributes as follows.

Sparsha

Sparsa : Plosives - The 25 Varga Consonants from Ka to Ma. They are classified into five based on the
place of articulation.

kanthya
talavya
mirdhanya
dantya
osthya

kanthya* : Velar - kakhagaghana | @ T 5 | & 52 &3 &* Rl

(* Though they are usually termed as kanthya < kantha : Glottal. They are articulated at the Velar
Position i.e Jihvamdla.)
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talavya : Palatal -cachajajhafia | T & ST & T | & F2 8 92(6h

21 20 & [H) B

miirdhanya : Retroflex - tathadadhana|€ & 3 & UT | L L2L.3L*6uv0l

L O 20 29 6001

dantya : Dental -tathadadhama | A S T T | & & & &*

5 US 2 W Ib

osthya : Labial - paphababhama|9 ® & ¥ # | U L2LBU*LD

6L | 610 6T &Y 2

The Un-Voiced (Aghosa) Varga Consonants are known as Kathina (Hard Consonants).

kakhacachatathatathapapha | P @ T BT TSI T T D | & & &F F2L L2 &H2U LP
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The Tamil Equivalent term would be 616060163TLD vallinam feelald (6M60* < 6U63T6HILD means
Strong/Hard in Tamil ) . The Tamil Vallinam class consistsof & & L. & U M |kacatatapara|sh
g € d 9 ¥ (Tamil lacks Aspirated (Mahaprana) Consonants & ra is unique to Dravidian languages)



The Voiced (Ghosa) non-nasal VVarga Consonants are called Mrdu (Soft Consonants)

gaghajajhadadhadadhababha | T T T H ST H | H&* Y 2L 3L * LU

Y el & [HU 20 29 61U &Y

In Tamil, the Voiced consonants are mere positional variant of the Unvoiced consonants. Hence, they are
not distinctly represented in Tamil.

The Nasal Varga Consonants are called Anunasika. They are considered Alpaprana (Unaspirated) and
Ghosa .

naflananama|S 3 UT o7 H | IRl @€ 600T [H LD
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They Equivalent Tamil classification is GILD6V6VI6TTLD méllinam FAfeeTsTd. This Méllinam class
consists of Ihl (6h 600T [H LD 60T (The extra consonant 60T =1 na is unique to Dravidian Languages).

Interestingly, the Tamil name means GILD6L* < CILD6BTEOILD Soft. The Tamils considered the Nasals as
soft sounds while, for the Sanskritists the VVoiced sounds were Soft .

Antahstha
The next set of Consonants, are the Antahstha : Semi-Vowels.

yaralavala| I I T d & | W J 60 6M 61

W TU @ 6Ll ere

The Equivalent Tamil Class is @60)L_UTN6DILD itaiyinam S¢fAAH. This itaiyinam class has W [J 6V

6 LD 6T |yaralavalala| I T T I 3 & (LPlad isagaina unique Dravidian
character). Antahstha carries the same meaning as well. Antahstha means -in between-.



Even in Tamil @6mL_* implies -in between-. These letters that were between Vowels and Consonants
i.e Semi-Vowels, hence named so.

The Antahstha are all Alpaprana & Ghosa.

Ushman
The last set of characters are the Gisman : Fricatives.

Sasasaha | ¥ H § | 6NO3(UD) €Q 6rv 6D
The Ushman consonants are all Mahaprana. Among them $a sa sa are Aghosa, while ha is Ghosa.

Characters same as Tamil

A number of Grantha characters are nearly same as the equivalent Tamil characters. However, do note
the subtle differences from the Tamil Equivalent. (Grantha L. has a short vertical bar attched, & Grantha

9 .5 b, M have their descenders above, to ease the Formation of Conjuncts.

O 261 82 |_ 0 5 B L 6 6% em

Characters similar to Tamil

There are some characters which are somewhat similar to the Tamil letters. These are listed below along
with the Tamil characters.

St [0 62 62011 o B> [U el2 61V

9L F 6 66T & (6F [J 61T 610



Similar Characters

There are few characters which are closely remember in shape. However, do note the distinct variant
strokes, and shaped that differentiate the characters.
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Now that the Consonants and VVowels are completely covered. In the next lesson, we will move on with

the Vowel Signs.
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