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The Buddha's knowledge is endless, just like the Great Sky
While speaking of it aeons may be destroyed, but the Buddha's virtues will never decay.

Grantha being a Brahmi-derived script, is an Abugida. Therefore it uses special vowel signs to denote
the Consonant-Vowel combinations. (Tamil: 2 UNFAWIAUI(LDSSISSHET 3R ATdEcdTFha

uyirmeyyeluttukkal ). The various Vowel signs are appended before/after/above the consonants to
denote the Vowel Sound.

The Vowel Signs are nearly the same as in Tamil [except for the Sanskrit-specific Vocalic
Vowels &3 633 610 6103 ] so it will be breeze to pick them up :-)

(The Circle that appears in some of the examples denote the consonant position)

We'll see the first 8 Vowel signs in this lesson.

Vowel Signs

Virama

The Virama, [ the Grantha Equivalent of the Tamil Pulli L|61T6xT] W (Dot) <] is used to denote

the pure consonant. It is placed to the top of consonant, it is similar to the Telugu Virama sign. ( <¥)
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Pure consonant gh : € : &*
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The Virama Sign may also be placed next to the Consonant 6LL] | instead of the placing it in the on
the top .

Apart from these, there are special forms to denote the Vowelless consonants, which will be dealt later

-a

Like all Indic scripts, a:d is inherent in the consonant. it has not have any specific sign associated with
it

-a T T

The -a Vowel sign is placed next to the consonant :: &I dT ca
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-i Vowel sign is placed at the top of the Consonant, also extending to left of the consonant :: 601 ToT li
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-1 Vowel sign is placed at the top of the Consonant :: §3 ar di
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-u Vowel sign is placed to the left of the Consonant. Unlike Tamil -u, in Modern printed grantha -u
doesn't ligate with the preceding consonant. However, in the Medieval/Manuscript Grantha, -u is found

ligated with the consonants :: erU® g su
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Similar to - u, -T is also placed next to the consonant. Though unligated in the Modern form, it is found
ligated in the Medieval variant :: €° S ju
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-r Vowel sign is placed to the left of the consonant. As like -u/u it was ligated in Medieval/Manuscript
grantha, but is unligated in the Modern printed Grantha :: I'J“@’ 3] bhr
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- Vowel sign is placed to the left of the consonant :: &3¢’ I g
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-1 Vowel sign is simply oIl placed next to the consonant. It doesn't have special vowel sign ::
S8’ F kI
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Very rarely, it Vowel 61U isalso placed below the consonant 610 .

-l oo &

-1 Vowel sign is placed next to the consonant :: SEVT" & kI

Fo + 6@ = cEFoé@(cE§+6mg)
& + e > S

It can also have below-consonant form like -1

The remaining vowels & Ayogavahas will be covered in the following lesson.



BTW Wish you all a prosperous and happy New Year 2011 :-)
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